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A conversation with David Podolsky



Have you ever compared 

performance rehearsal to 
the tires on your motorcycle?  
Well, according to David 
Podolsky, owner and creator 
of Chicken Hawk Racing, 
maybe you should.

To understand the suc-
cess and durability of Chick-
en Hawk Racing products, 
you need to know the man 
behind the business.

David Podolsky was 
born in Queens, New York 
with two-wheels in his genes.  
Both his Mother and Father 
owned and rode motorcy-
cles.  But like many parents, 

which led to David having 
to wait until he was sixteen 

experience on two-wheels.
During a recent telephone 
interview I had with David, 
he reminisced back to his 
fourth birthday when his only 
wish while blowing out the 
candles on his cake was for 
a motorcycle.  “I was hooked 
at 4”, said the entrepreneur.  
So, while David was trying 

wheel experience on the 

or his bicycle, his brain was 
evolving and hardwiring itself 

for the motorcycle racer and 
business leader he was to 
become.

David graduated from 
college in New York with a 
degree in business and eco-
nomics.  It was his education 

-
cle Riding School that started 
his passion for racing and 
provided the background to 
his creation of Chicken Hawk 
Racing.  “Once I became 
aware of road racing, I be-
came addicted…I wanted to 
race…I wanted to do it well 
and I wanted to do it quick.”   

While Club Racing in 
New Hampshire, where the 
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peek afternoon temperatures 
max out at 55 degrees Fahr-
enheit, David noticed the 
effect of his cold tires on his 
overall track time and experi-
ence.  “I saw my front-end 
pushing out and was seeing 
a 5 to 6 second slower race 
pace”.  It was this disadvan-
tage that he was not going 
to “settle” for. This led to him 
formulating the beginning 
concept of Chicken Hawk 
Racing and building industrial 
grade electric heaters and 
tire warmers.  

After David conducted 
multiple hours of diligent 
research at the local library 
(remember those days, 

before the internet?), Chick-
en Hawk Racing (CHR) was 
born in Queens, New York in 
1992.  Tire warmers were be-
ing used “across the pond” in 
the United Kingdom but there 
were quality 
issues involv-
ing getting 
the tires be-
yond warm 
and the price 
was not af-
fordable.  Believe it or not, 

-
totype on the coffee table in 
his living room!  His next step 
and greatest challenge was 
to work with the tire manu-
facturers and their engineers.  

These relationships were 
instrumental in Chicken 

days of the company, and 
are ones that remain strong 
today.  When you speak with 

the individuals behind those 
manufacturers, it is obvi-
ous that David and Chicken 
Hawk have proved their 
worth to the industry with du-
rable products that also keep 
up with the chemical 



dynamics of the tire.
When asked about 

David and Chicken Hawk 

Tire Engineer and Road Rac-
ing Manager commented, “It 

warmers, especially good US 
tire warmers.  Chicken Hawk 
Racing developed those tire 
warmers.  David has been 
very accessible through the 
product development be-
tween the 2 organizations, 
working to get the right 

temperature for the tire.  
Chicken Hawk stayed in 
touch with us to make neces-

products”.   

Chicken Hawk 

to Hudson Valley, New York, 
in effort to enhance growth 
and to enable much needed 
expansion.  The company 
now consists of 8 employees, 
including a full time engineer.  
All research, design, 

assembly and repairs are 
done on site.  According 
to David, “We are the only 
company in the United States 
to build it, sew it and repair 
it under one roof.”  Chicken 
Hawk stands behind their 
products, repairing up to 
400 warmers per year.  This 
involves coding and logging 
every service issue associ-
ated with the repairs, not 
only on their own tire warm-

products as well.  It is this 
process that gives CHR the 
edge in research and devel-
opment, utilizing the service 
information to assist in the im-
provement or enhancement 
of their products.  David is still 
seeing 10 year old tire 



sure says a lot for American-
made durability!

Chicken Hawk Rac-
ing is present in all forms of 
motorsports, from motorcycle 
road racing (as featured in 
this story), top fuel drag rac-
ing and auto road racing 
to name a few.  They have 
an unmatched level of un-
derstanding tires and CHR 
remains the top choice of tire 
manufacturers when it comes 
to tire warmers.  Chicken 
Hawk warmers have a heat-
up time and target tempera-
ture that is designed to the 

-
lop, Pirelli, Michelin, Hoosier 
and Goodyear racing tires.  
     

Ron Wood, President of Sport 
Bike Track Time and previous-
ly with Michelin Tires said, “We 
tested 7 different tire warmers 

ones that would heat up and 

hold their temperature. I was 
extremely impressed with his 
work, and his customer ser-
vice was absolutely fantastic. 

We are very much still work-
ing with him, and he helps us 
now with our other company 
Sport Bike Track Time”.

When asked about the 
future of CHR, David shared 
his plans to continue growing 
his business.  This involves lev-
els of unmatched research 
and development, and pro-
moting international product 
recognition.  He has begun 
opening his delivery channels 
into Europe, Australia and 
Asia.   Mathew Mladin, AMA 

has begun importing Chicken 
Hawk Racing tire warmers 
into Australia, mainly due to 
his belief in the product.  The 
tire warmers are built to ac-
commodate up to 240 volt, 
providing power cords for us-
age in several different coun-
tries.

David also shared with 

involvement in Industrial Ap-
plications.  Positive recogni-
tion received by commercial 
and industrial clients led CHR 
to create their stand-alone 

industrial division of the com-
pany.  Here their efforts are 
devoted entirely to research-
ing and 



developing custom heaters 
for industrial and commercial 
applications.  They provide 
turn-key solutions to heating 
needs used in design con-
cepts, proto-types, test data 
evaluation, and the manu-

When asked why 
consumers choose Chicken 
Hawk Racing Tire Warmers, 
David proudly states, “Peo-
ple are tired of inexpensive 
products that fail.  We are 
the product that lasts - it is 
rugged, durable, and has 
the technology and research 
behind it.”

Other great features 
of their tire warmers include 
being manufactured with in-
novative products provided 
by Dupont.  These include 

keeps the heat in and the 
patented Melt-Proof Inner 
Liner.  Here at AllAboutBikes.
com, we can attest to the 
high quality of Chicken Hawk 
Racing Tire Warmers.  We 
use them when participating 
at Track Days!  Not only are 
they easy to put on and take 
off, but the speed at which 
our tires heat to readiness is 
unbeaten when compared 
to other products that we 
used while our founder lived 
in England.

David provided some 
great advice to the readers 
of Allaboutbikes.com 
involving riding your motor-
cycles on the road or on the 
track.  His key-points are: 
“Understand your tires and 
understand your suspension.
These are the 2 things that 
you as the rider will interact 
with and feel through the 
course of your track day, or 
out on the road.  Educate 
yourself.  It will 
make your ex-
perience more 
enjoyable and 
the ride will be 
better”.  Do not 
take this ad-
vice lightly folks 
– this is a man 
that has won 11 
championship
racing titles!

David
Podolsky con-
tinues to chal-
lenge himself 
whether it in-
volves riding his 
dirt bike across 
his land in up-
state New York, 
expanding his 

-
cess or partici-
pating in racing 
events with the 

Chicken Hawk Race Team.   
Either way, his diligence and 
winning mindset continues to 
help race teams across this 
nation and beyond, improv-
ing their riding performance 
with Chicken Hawk Racing 
Tire Warmers.   

For more information 
about Chicken Hawk Racing, 
please visit 
www.chickenhawkracing.
com
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